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Please Donate to Keep this
Project Going!

Please help this project continue so that Torah Or and
Likutei Torah will be available to Jews around the world
in the language they understand.

Please become a monthly donor of $18.

Please make vourself available to the Alter
Rebbe. who wants his maamarim to be available
to every Jew in the world.

Please take S minutes and sign up online at
www.Donorbox.org/LearnChassidus to become
a monthly donor of $18.

With these $18 a month, you will have the tremendous merit
of having translated the Torah Or and Likutei Torah, making it
available to Jews all around the world, and will receive the
tremendous merit and blessings that come with that!

For additional sponsorship opportunities, or questions on the
project, email me at lessonsinlikutaytorah@gmail.com
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Likutay Torah
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“Making Our Menorah”

At the beginning of the Parsha, Hashem describes the making of the
Menorah in the Mishkan. The Alter Rebbe teaches that the Menorah is a
metaphor for the Jewish People, especially during the time of Exile, and
explains lessons in our service of Hashem by relating the process by which
the Menorah in the Mishkan was made, and explaining how that process
can be used in our own service of Hashem to make each of us into a
“Menorah” that illuminates our surrounding.
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Chapter 1

“And this is how the Menorah
was made: one solid piece of
gold was beaten into this shape.
All of its components, including
its base and its ornamental
flower designs [were made from
one piece of gold beaten into the
shape of a Menorah. Just as
Hashem showed Moshe, so did
he make the Menorah.]”
(Bamidbar 8:4)
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25N1W’ NV DK | ‘mm 17 Now, the Menorah is also a

'm-“yv ninw) '7‘73 NYATH KW reference to the level in Sefiros
of Malchus of Atzilus, called
“Knesses Yisrael,”” which is the
collective holiness of the of all
the Jewish souls.

#TMITNTNINAIXIINI  This concept is expressed in the
prophecy of Zecharya, where

he has a vision of a Menorah (in
the Haftora of this week’s Parsha,

Zecharya 4:1-6):

WK UKD WY 2 0TI WRT AWN'] [“And  the angel who was
ANWN MY speaking to me previously
returned to me and woke me up
like one who wakes up from
sleep.

I NIKY R 20K AR 9K MR And he said to me, “What do
N7 TYw MK by -lbm 'I'?D am NN you see?” I said, “I see a
‘w WK m‘ub Nipyin nyaw nyaw -w‘?y Menorah of pure gold, with a
TP M X 7"73’ DM DWA:AWXY  bowl of oil above it, with seven
oK 9y T lamps on it, with seven small

pipes carrying oil to each lamp

on its top. There are two olive

trees next to it, one to the right

(2,29 ypn MK IR 10PN ™Y ,TIDY MynY v1pY? XN) 2
3The term, "Knesses Yisrael” - the “gathering of Yisrael (the Jewish People),” is
a reference to the spiritual source of the entire Jewish People on the level of
Malchus of Atzilus. On that level, all the Jewish souls are united with each other
and their connection to Hashem is fully revealed. This is in contrast to how the
souls of the Jewish People exist on the various spiritual levels of Beria, Yetzira,
and Asiya, where the Jewish People exist as individuals with varying degrees of
separation between one soul and another and between the souls and Hashem. See
Tanya (Chapter 2) at length for a similar explanation of how Jewish souls exist in
the world of Atzilus. [In Tanya, chapter 2, however, the explanation is related
towith the way that Jewish souls exist in Chochma of Atzilus. However, a similar
relationship exists in Malchus of Atzilus (Knesses Yisrael), but on a somewhat
lower level of Divine revelation].

(ranwne nvom) R, TN ¢
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of the bowl of oil and one to its
left.”

MPR MK A MATTIXMT IR MKIYKY - And I lifted my voice, and I said
MTX to the angel who was speaking
to me, saying, “What are these,

my master?”

N‘l'?'[:l ["9X TN 2T R wn And  the  angel who  was

TN 378 K5 k) 279K ] T YT speaking to me earlier asked
* T R T T T =T 6

b2t B " .1;,! TIT [ 1KY oK ] me,] “Do you know what [these

. Lo are?” And I said: “No, my
0K M3 X D, K7 712 KD nKy » And h d
: s [ - master.”] An e answered,

[and he said to me saying,]
“This vision of the Menorah is
the representation of the word of
Hashem [to Zerubavel,’ saying,
“Not with an army or physical
strength will you succeed in
building the Beis Hamikdash,
but with my Spirit that will

3 The following is a visual representation of Zecharya’s vision: A Menorah with
a large bowl of oil suspended above it and 49 small pipes flowing from the bowl
into the lamps of the Menorah; seven small pipes to each lamp of the Menorah. In
addition, there were two olive trees next to the bowl of oil, one on the right and
one on the left. See image.

‘\\“ //

6 Zerubavel was another name for Nechemya ben Chachalya, a great Jewish sage
who was an officer in the court of Koresh, king of the Persians. He was
instrumental in the building of the Second Beis Hamikdash and of the city of
Yerushalayim.
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convince the king to personally
support its construction, said
Hashem.”]

The Menorah in this vision is
referred to as “the Word of
Hashem.” This also refers to
what it says in Tehilim (33:6),
“With the Word of Hashem the
heavens were created,” which is
the level of Malchus of Atzilus,
which 1is the revelation of
Hashem that gives life to all the
worlds.’

This level also corresponds to
‘Knesses Yisrael’ (the
gathering of Yisrael), which is
called by this name because it
‘cathers’ inside itself the

OKNWTIOXOX  revelation of Hashem called
‘Yisrael,” which is the level of

Ze’eir Anpin that ‘Surrounds

(transcends) all the created
worlds,” as it is written
(Bereshis 33:20), “And he

(Yaakov) called Him (Hashem),
G-d, who is the G-d of Yisrael.”

We see that Hashem associated His Name with Yisrael (since He is called
the G-d of Yisrael), and this is a reference to the revelation of Hashem
known as ‘Ze’eir Anpin,” which is the set of six emotional attributes of
Atzilus. These attributes “surround” all worlds in the same way that a
person’s speech and action are motivated by his emotions. Thus, the
emotions ‘encompass’ his speech and actions. This is in contrast to
Malchus of Atzilus, which is the creative power that is directly involved

7 Malchus of Atzilus has two aspects: The “outer” aspect is known as Hashem’s
“speech,” which creates all the worlds. Its “inner” aspect is how Malchus contains
all Jewish souls.
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in creating all the worlds. This is similar to the way a person’s speech and
actions express the person’s intellect and emotions.®

This is why Malchus is called Knesses Yisrael, since it ‘contains’ in itself
the full revelation of Hashem from the level of Ze’eir Anpin. It then uses
that revelation to create the worlds, just like with a person, where the
emotions and feelings that motivate his speech and action become
included into any word or deed that stems from those emotions.

1N NI %3 NP7 XM This level (of Malchus  of
7Y mIne Ty 0TIy Atzilus) includes in itself all the
' o Jewish souls, from the greatest
of the righteous until the lowest
of spiritual stature.

"222177 OX" :@w o) MDD PV Therefore, it is written (in
— Zecharya quoted above), “This is
the Word of Hashem to
Zerubavel,” since the message
of Hashem expressed in the
vision of the Menorah is not only
to  Zerubavel, who  was
Nechemya [called y3171-522171
9222- Planted in Bavel (exile)]
one of the leaders who helped
build  the Second  Beis
Hamikdash, but also to every Jew

in Exile who is confused,

y' ,y1 oy 20 7270200 O referring to yr o <A
13 X5 ﬂjmj)"mgﬁ3 Y DI 22712n7- a confused person,
o mixed up between good and

bad, referred to in Yirmiya

(31:26) as “Children of men

(human, moral tendencies) and

$ However, the emotions in particular are more closely invested in the person’s
thought, speech, and deed than the intellect. Intellect is more removed from
expression. This is why Ze’eir Anpin, the ‘emotions’ of Atzilus, ‘encompass’ the
creation of worlds, whereas Chochma and Bina are a step removed from direct
interaction with worlds, even from ‘encompassing’ them superficially.
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children of animals (animalistic
tendencies),”

PIR"Y TR0 Yy DWN"Y  meaning that he makes himself
wmny amiyanx  like an animal, by following his
"7 77 natural desires in going after idle
chatter or more coarse
desires."

nyn " 2N MK L?lﬂ Regarding this person, the
NRY? 1y"W M - "ming versesays, “And this is how the

iy gy & 0 Menorah was made,” meanin

TR Ny mwl{‘?.! 1 ﬂJ’r_mD that someone who wants t%

THITRI WY Jeave his unholy tendencies and
make himself into a “Menorah”
(something that shines Divine
Light), he should fulfill the
following process (hinted to in
the continuation of the verse):

7Y 122 M APNNRY "MWpn"  The first stage of the process: he
ahifiakk) bw nyy" a"wh v should be “beaten;” The

: ; Menorah started as a round
] Dok so)ak N
YDy OIMPR WP TN (ki block of gold, like Rashi

"'U’_l;‘\f explains: “It was a solid block
of gold, and the craftsman
would strike it with a hammer
to shape it properly into
branches and other
components, but it was not made
from separate pieces welded
together.”

(MBBINY "Y1 .2, T N1 1K)
']‘J'TDW 7r 73 1YY DTN D DX - (13 X3 'mn:) 1‘n=u Ty 2" a,nY KN2 xn:) 0

("‘[NJ TH’D WI'IN ']'7'[1311] [173”3 bwm 1J"N’1 D’D'H?’BNT

' The passage ."n%3 70w 70X 77a%"W can be translated as referring to idle chatter,
7 meaning speech, or like the meaning in the original context of this passage,
describing a donkey that likes to go after a female donkey which is called a 717°%.
Thus, this phrase has a double implication.
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Through the blows of the
hammer, the gold at the top of
the block of gold would be
shifted down to the bottom, and
the gold at the bottom would be
shifted to the top, until all the
parts of the gold were mixed
together, and it lost its original
shape and gained a new shape of
a Menorah.

This is what a person should do
to himself. He should break his
natural tendencies, until they
lose their original form, like it
says (Avos 2:4), “Nullify your
will before His (Hashem’s)
Will.”

What he originally put as his
top priority (his physical desires
and needs), he should put at the
bottom of the priority list (and
put fulfilling Hashem’s Will as
the top priority). Then he will
come to the proper balance.
This is something that can be
understood through some
reflection.

The second stage of the process:
After this, the verse says that
the Menorah was made of
“gold,” meaning that he should
come to the spiritual level
corresponding to gold, which is
the fear of Hashem.

Silver, spiritually corresponds
to love of Hashem, as in the

(T,amay)»
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wording of the verse (Tehilim
84:3) “My soul rtbvsi-yearned
for Hashem,” (the word m15021-
yearning sharing the same letters
as Hpa-silver) that his soul
yearns to attach to its source,
(Iyov 33:30) “To be illuminated
with the Light of Life.” This is
called ‘the hidden love’ for
Hashem that exists constantly
in the heart of every Jew. (As is
explained elsewhere).

And gold corresponds
spiritually to fear of Hashem,
like it says, (Iyov 37:22) “Gold
is hidden away for those that
bring themselves to serve
Hashem, and put their faith upon
G-d who is awesome and
majestic.” (See commentary of
Rashi on this verse.)

We see that the verse connects the creation of gold to the awesomeness of
Hashem. An awareness of the awesomeness of Hashem leads to a fear of
Hashem.

PR N7 MaanT Iy M)
72 Kynn' KIT K ,KIT)102 010
"W K7D R KA, Ty

QoKX NPT wwlann X
XY

This (attaining fear of Hashem)
requires reflection upon the
greatness of Hashem, who is
Infinite, how He “fills
(permeates) all worlds’ and
‘compared to Him, everything
is totally unimportant.’

When one thinks about this, he
will have awe and shame before
the greatness of Hashem, who is
Infinite.
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It is for this purpose that the
Men of the Great Assembly"
established the order of the
prayers together with the
‘Pesukei Dezimra-Verses of
Praise’ that we say at the
beginning of the prayers.

According to the minimal
requirement of the Torah, a
person only needs to say the
Shema and some personal
requests,

Like in the time of the first Beis
Hamikdash, when they did not
recite all the prayers that we do
because their mind was as clear
as the heavens all day long, to
be able to see, intellectually,
and understand the wondrous
truth of the Infinite Hashem.

But the Men of the Great
Assembly (who lived in the time
of the beginning of the Second
Beis Hamikdash) saw that
people’s intellectual powers
decreased, and their hearts
became more bound up with
physicality, becoming more
exclusively aware of the
physical existence.

Therefore, they established the
order of prayers and blessings.
All of them recount the praises
of Hashem many times over,

13 The greatest of the Sages at the beginning of the Second Beis Hamikdash.
("Dpwa KT IR ANY" D 1D AR D DY) M
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until a person will come to fear
Hashem.

(0 30w ) S" AT ANTDT" AN This is similar to what it says in

‘73 2101 7701,V 7011 n3 the' verse (Shir Hashiri.rn 3:10),

- mipn by 1nyy 192 137 27 “His (Hashefn’s) ‘beo}’dlngs’ are

arranged with gold,” meaning

that just like someone who

arranges a bed puts everything
in the correct place,

Dipn 1N D’ifl"?xjs’lj;W TTONIT  so too, someone who arranges

XiynY 111339 K7W, 127 Y35 his praises of Hashem properly

' ' e ‘lh'?’llili makes a place to find the

77 % greatness of Hashem in

everything that He created,

which was only created for His
Glory.

This is the idea of Pesukei Dezimra: To reflect on all of the details of the
world that Hashem created with wisdom and majesty, and to see Hashem’s
greatness in every detail of the multitude of creation.

Saying the praises of Hashem, which are compared to arranging a bed, is
connected to the idea of ‘gold,” since praising Hashem brings fear of
Hashem, which is associated with gold. This is why “His ‘bed’ (prayers)
are arranged with ‘gold’ (fear of Hashem).”

JRIPTTA NATT M TWJW W_’_'! It says in the Zohar, there are
seven shades of gold color in
King David’s beard, signifying
that he possessed seven qualities
of the fear of Hashem (gold).

12202 YN S KT T MM Since King David was  the
‘fourth leg of the Chariot,” "

(TTNTIYR NyyRT-inToN) B

7703 K Y M (21 KT WM AYAY,TT 1,000 BT, 1WA KIpn A0 pn)
(X, TDAPh Ry aphn

(3,200 pYmaar A, m X o ) v

¥The ma5n-“Chariot” is comprised of the main attributes of Atzilus that Hashem
uses in order to interact with the world. Namely, Kindness, Severity, Mercy, and
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which is the aspect of Hashem’s
revelation called (Tehilim
145:13): “Your Kingship is the
Kingdom of all worlds.” The
‘beard’ signifies drawing down
from the intellect. So, seven
colors of the ‘beard’ signify
seven aspects of intellect that

King David had, with which he
was able to come to ‘gold,’
meaning the fear of Hashem.

T DRYPT DR VAW
T

These seven types of
understanding that bring to the
fear of Hashem, correspond to
the seven branches of the
Menorah, (which was made of
gold).

Jaanmy 'TDU] They also correspond to the

seven attributes that Hashem
uses to create the world.”

DWAY" 0i - 7" 193 K 9N
1y U " v

When these seven attributes
are divided into ten internal
components each, we come out
with seventy, corresponding
the “seventy souls” of Yaakov,
our forefather’s family, who went
into Egypt.

Kingship. These attributes are represented by four people: Avraham represented
Kindness; Yitzchak represented Severity; Yaakov represented Mercy; and King
David represented Kingship. They are called a “Chariot,” since they totally
nullified their ego to Hashem and became vehicles for divine revelation, just like
a chariot is totally nullified to its rider, having no ego of its own.

¥ The seven attributes are: NI27n-T10>-TI-NX¥3-NIRON-7M23-701, Kindness-
Severity-Mercy-Victory-Submission-Connection-Kingship. The maamar seems
to be saying that the seven aspects of intellect that produce fear of Hashem also
correspond to these seven attributes, producing a fear of Hashem in a way of
Kindness, a fear of Hashem in a way of Severity, and so on.

(1,X niny) 2
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]'\‘IDW'JJ D’W‘HU D"SDIU WM These seventy souls are the
TN 5N'\W’D X '731 bx-nys soul-roots of all the Jewish

. . souls, and every Jew is rooted
T 0 ’71‘73‘1 B W"HU yjn X3 in one of those seventy souls,

KT '757 3"1TJ'1!’|'I3'7 ND‘? ‘713“ which are categorized into

"J'IT '11'\'["5'1" 1'11""1'7 AT seven groups (of 10). Therefore,
every Jew is able to come to the
level of ‘gold’ (fear of Hashem)
through one of the seven types
of understanding of Hashem, so
that his praises of Hashem
should be arranged
appropriately.

Every Jew is
rooted in
one of
those 70
original
souls,
which are
grouped
into 7. So
every Jew
is
connected
to one of
the 7 types
of fear of
Hashem

Those 70
can be
categorized
in 7 general
groups (of
10), each of
the 7
groups
connected
to one of
the 7
attributes

7 ways of Those 7
thinking to . attributes

come to 7 i have 10
each

The Jewish
People
started out
as 70

fear . aspects,
Hashem (7

expressing
fear of
Hashem

differently

bringing a
total of 70
King types of
David's fear of
beard) Hasem

colors of

people
going down
to Egypt

- "WK DY 127 MY 070N This understanding will then
5'37 m0X Y2K WA op Ky bring  him toa  fiery,

, . y impassioned feeling of fear and
I'I51 g - nrna '7: M*Um 1 If love for Hashem, the nature of

* fire being “hot and dry.”
However, the type of love of
Hashem mentioned above (like
silver) cannot be attained
without the aspect of “water,”
which is “cold and wet.”

When one reflects on the the greatness of Hashem during Pesukei
Dezimra, this can be done with seven different types of contemplation.
This reflection produces a fiery feeling for Hashem. The nature of fire is
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“hot and dry,” as the heat takes away the moisture and causes things to
break apart (like a burnt log, which turns into separate pieces of ash). The
opposite is true of water, which is “cold and wet,” causing things to stick
together (like flour and water sticking together to make a dough). These
two tendencies are expressed in different aspects of the intellect, and these
different aspects of the intellect determine the resultant character of our
feelings.

Bina-Logic likes to take an idea and dissect it, to take it apart and see how
each aspect is different. When a person thinks in detail about the greatness
of Hashem as it is expressed in each specific creation, he becomes
awestruck. This produces two feelings: An awe at the feeling of being in
the presence of the great Hashem who is creating me presently, and a fiery
excitement and desire to leave the limitations of the world and connect to
Hashem, Who is so great.

Chochma-Imagination/Insight likes to put things together and see the
entire picture. The G-dly soul sees the truth of Hashem’s Oneness in the
subconscious level of Chochma, and, because it is essentially connected
to Hashem, it constantly wants to reconnect with Hashem in a stronger
way. This is called “love like water,” since water represents connection
and enjoyment. This corresponds to the way that the Divine soul
reconnects to Hashem by revealing the natural love and fear of Hashem.

These two types of fear and love, like gold/fire or like silver/water, are
represented in two models of fear and love:

1- When someone goes to greet a great Tzadik (or a real king), he is
first overwhelmed with a great feeling of awe and timidity in the
presence of such an exalted person. The more he gains awe and
respect for him, the more he also develops a love and desire to
have a connection with him. His love is the result of his awe and
respect. This is like the way we come to fear and love Hashem as
our Creator and King: The more we reflect on His greatness in the
creation of the world and of ourselves, the more we come to have
an awe and respect for Him. Together with that awe, we also
develop a love and yearning to connect to such an awesome
Creator. This is fear and love like fire, since fire is characterized
by the nullification of the original form of something. So too, this
love changes our perspective on the world and enables us to see
how it is really nullified to Hashem.

2- A son has a natural love for his father and wants to build up and
maintain that connection. Included in that love is a fear; the fear
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of separation from his father, and the fear of harming his
connection. Similarly, the Divine soul has a natural connection to
Hashem, and therefore has an essential love for connecting with
Hashem. This love also includes a fear of separation from Hashem
by going against His will. This is love like water, since water
causes things to unify. So too this love of Hashem is about
becoming reunited with Hashem to be like one entity, as it were.

(2) Chapter 2

KT "7 "AAAD 7Y A7 W The third stage of the process:
gyl Rl "ﬂljjﬁ"ﬂ :TmUDU '71-1 The verse says, “including its

X171 DX T - oy n;.']j-ba.se and its nnjs-ﬂoyver
w ' ¥  designs it was all from one piece

STImY op gold.” Its ‘base’ included the
feet at the bottom, and its
‘flowers’ were the flower
designs at the top of the
Menorah. Yet, the entire thing
from top to bottom was equally
called as one entity, ‘the
Menorah.’

"M DKYpAT DY ’?1'[3 "2 This signifies that all the Jewish
ﬂl:[']TB" DD?BHT D_D-l-mw oy Sy geogl.el!(,i Wheth;!lr the glilea(:
" " n Zadailkim - wno are calle
’ WD’ITH 1‘7’!’,!:[ 'L 7y '1:{‘7’}75 “mb” because their Torah
1i137K1313, TII'HB'? AT v study and prayers “mmb-fly
nnRA X7 '1‘7’55:'1 SUTTPT up” to Heaven (the word for
M Amae-flower and for  ImMD-

" flying has the same letters)

through their love and fear of

Hashem, which are like

spiritual wings for the Torah

and prayer, as explained in the

Zohar - together with the

simple Jews who are called “the

base” of the Menorah, are in

(17pR At en) 2
[ [
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truth all together one, single
“Menorah.”

However, this connection
between all Jews is only revealed
when they are “pure gold,”
without impurities, like the
verse (in  Shemos 25:36)
mentions after saying that it
must be “one solid piece,” it
adds that it must be “pure
gold.”

When gold has another type of
material mixed in with, it
changes its appearance to
green. So too, when a person
sins, it changes a person’s
appearance, like we find that “a
sign that someone committed a
certain sin is that his skin
contracts a certain disease and
turns a greenish color.”
Therefore, one must “turn
from bad” completely to remain
part of the pure gold Menorah.

To help a person do this, he
should remind himself every
morning that he believes that
he is created every morning as
new, and that this day the
world was just created as new,
as we say in the daily prayer, “He
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PARSHAS BEHAALOSCHA

renews in His goodness every
day, constantly, the work of
creation,” and that the world
was literally created today, as
something from nothing. This
individual was also just created
today, like Adam, the first man,
on the day he was created.

When he thinks about this, he
will certainly have awe of
Hashem and be embarrassed to
rebel against Hashem, who is
watching him, and he will not
have such a desire for the
world, which has no intrinsic
existence.

Besides reminding ourselves of
our belief and understanding of
Hashem’s constant creation of us,
we can also see with our eyes
that Hashem re-creates the
world everyday: At the
beginning of the night, there is
darkness and afterwards, in the
morning, the sun comes out to
provide light.

This is the meaning of (Tehilim
145:2), “Every day I will bless
you.” The fact that I see that
You take away the light of day
every night and take away
darkness in place of light every
morning, with this I recognize
to bless You.

A person shouldn’t think that
it’s impossible to separate

("X B WM W 18R MK 570" Ny YW ynw nxMp na7) #
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himself from bad things and
physical desires because he is so
rooted in the unholy things;
regarding this, we say in the
prayers, “It is true that You,

Hashem, our G-d, have
redeemed us from DMYN-
Egypt.”

omxn-Egypt is described in a
verse (Bereishis 42:9) as “The
land of shame,” representing
someone whose thoughts are
caught up in inappropriate
desires, and these unholy
desires encompass him, to the
point that he feels that he
cannot remove his attention
from them. This is the idea of
omyn-limitations (the word for
Egypt also meaning limitations)
that he feels unable to escape
from unless Hashem will help
him.

This is expressed in the verse
(Yeshaya 3:12), regarding men
who say to Hashem, “Women
have ruled over us,” in our
thoughts. And this means not
only thoughts of our own wives,
but also other thoughts, so they
ask, “Hashem, Please help us!”

Then Hashem takes this person
out of this ‘constriction.’ Since,
from where did it come to a Jew
the thoughts that cause this type
of ‘limitation?” The Jewish
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PARSHAS BEHAALOSCHA

people are called children of
Hashem, and their nature is to
fulfill the Will of their Father in
Heaven, so how did they get
this unholy desire in the first
place?!

But this was also caused by
Hashem, since He gave us a
Yetzer Hara-Evil Inclination,
(like it says, (Micha 4:6) “That I
(Hashem) have caused them to
have bad”), just like the
original exile to Egypt was
caused by Hashem, that
“Hashem caused a series of
events to happen wuntil he
brought them to Egypt.”

Therefore, it is  written
(Yirmiya 2:21): “And I planted
you as my p1iw-vine, all of
them are children of truth.”

Meaning, that even if, G-d
forbid, someone falls into
unholy desires, represented by
the vowel p1w- three dots going
down % (the word pmw is the
same letters as the word for, vine-
Pw), meaning that he goes
crooked into unholy desires,

Nonetheless, the verse still
confirms about every Jew that,
“all of them are children of
truth,” and he can change that
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[Ty crookedness around and make
it into a “treasure” and show
how we are the “treasured
people from among all the
nations” represented by the

vowel 9ix0-treasure %°.

The vowel 51p, (which means treasure), is the same three dots as the
P11, but instead of descending three times, they are arranged to descend
and the ascend again. This pattern of descent followed by ascent is a
representation of the way a soul descends into a body in this world, and
then, following the completion of its mission, ascends to return to its place
Above with an even deeper connection to Hashem. This deeper connection
to Hashem is the result of having revealed the inner powers of the soul in
the lower world, revealing how this soul is a member of the treasured
people.

VT MKW ,0M¥NA M 1 This is what happened in
Y TIK IR (1, ) KA Egypt: Hashem told the Jewish

- ; People (Bereishis 46:4), “I will
. " N
' TI5}J Bl 15571‘{ AR go down with you to Egypt, and

I will bring you up, to also go
up higher than where you
started.”

"1 TR - MKW M" - 12IK" “I- Me, Myself- will go down
with you,” meaning that Hashem
Himself puts the soul into a body
with  these desires and
temptations,

"2 AT - "JPYK 1DIX" “And I will bring you up,”
2"y K1 meaning that “Hashem  helps
: him” to overcome his Yetzer

Hara,

19 "0y NPmaY - "oy - 0)" “And will also bring you up
by phb! higher,” means that even the
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Yetzer Hara who is called “na-
also” will also go up, in addition
to the G-dly soul going up out of
limitations.

Thus, he returns higher than where he started, since he also has an elevated
animal soul/Yetzer Hara with him.

b :"’1]]’;1‘?1‘_{3 O™MyHN NRKY 1N This is the meaning of “It is
5"13 "X Yy " true that you redeemed us from
e Egypt-limitations.” The fact that
we were redeemed is because
every Jew is essentially true to
Hashem (“It is true,” refers to
every Jew), since “they are all
children of truth,” as explained
above, every Jew has a Divine
soul of Truth.

"IPTON T IN7XI DMNYAN" 12 DY Therefore, the prayer continues,
APTORD g mmw - nxanw “From Egypt-limitations You
e " 77  have redeemed us, Hashem our
G-d,” meaning that the
redemption consists of Hashem
becoming our G-d. (When our
relationship with Hashem is not
personal and direct, we are at risk
of becoming subservient to the
Yetzer Hara, who relates to us
very personally. However, when
Hashem is our personal G-d, then
we cannot serve the Yetzer Hara,
because we are already serving
Hashem. Thus, our personal
redemption from the limitations
of the Yetzer Hara is the result of
our efforts to relate to Hashem
personally and directly, so that
Hashem is our G-d).

(X, 20 npn
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As it continues to explain, “From
the place of slavery”- meaning
slaves to physical desires- “He
redeemed us.”

How did
happen?

this redemption

As the prayer continues, “All
their firstborns (of Egypt) You
killed.” In the physical world,
the child who “first opens the
womb” of his mother is called
the firstborn. So too, in the
person’s soul, the intellect,
which is the first and highest
expression of the soul, is called
the “firstborn,” as it says,
(Tehilim 111:10) “Wisdom is
the first.”

This then is the meaning of “All
their ‘firstborns,”” - meaning
all the intellect of Egypt-
limitations, that each person
decides what he wants based on
his own understanding - “You
‘killed,””- meaning that You
help us lose our level of egotistic
desires, thereby ‘killing’ the ego
the drives those desires.

The prayer continues, “But,
Your firstborn Yisroel” - who
is totally Divine and holy, and
reflects upon the greatness of
the Infinite Hashem during
prayer -which is called a “bed”
in the holy Zohar, as it
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describes prayer in four stages:
“A bed,* a chair,’® a Menorah,”
and a table,® and as prayer is
described as “arranging his bed
with gold.”

- "201INTeY" (X AP

The prayer continues, “You have
redeemed,” meaning that You
help him to pray consistently,
not just whenever he happens
to have time, which is sporadic
because he is distracted by
other things preventing him
from prayer,

aalialin b Byt L el /S ) £
BabighiaBplalyjal

TV NMIZIAMY  which s still the idea of spiritual
Exile (lack of proper prayer and

Divine awareness).

TIAYEN NI 7RI TN YK
yin 927 M KSY ,m01enT
JWhK K 71790 XYa 13 1NN

Redemption means that he is
free from feeling subjugated to
his mundane work so that it
doesn’t stop him from proper

Syn " Ny

prayer. Without proper
prayer, it is impossible to “turn
from the bad.”

;M17502 07 222 DM T NP 197 Therefore, they (the Men of the
Great Assembly) established to

say the confession prayer every

% Referring to Maariv or the bedtime Shema that we say before sleep, or
to the morning Brachos that we say right after we get out of bed. See Or
HaTorah on Behaaloscha page 357 and onwards, and Maamar Parshas
Vayigash 5675.

% Referring to the Shema and its blessings in the morning prayer, which
we say sitting down.

7 Referring to the Shemona Esrai of the morning prayer, where we
become totally nullified to Hashem, standing with our feet together, like
the Menorah that only had one leg.

% Referring to the Pesukei Dezimra prayers, where we feed our animal
soul with an awareness of Hashem (See Likutei Torah Bechukosai).
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LESSONS IN LIKUTAY TORAH - PARSHAS BEHAALOSCHA

day during (the end of the)
prayer service.

Before prayer, when a person
will reflect on his lowly state -
that he is still in DMyn-
limitations of his Yetzer Hara -

and he will further reflect upon
the greatness of the Infinite

Hashem, then he will
undoubtedly regret the
unholiness that he became
attached to,

And, during prayer (during
Tachanun, after Shemona Esrai),
he will confess to Hashem his
feelings of wanting to pull away
from worldly desires, and
Hashem will help him.

Then, he will be part of the
“One Menorah of pure gold” so
that, from the simplest of Jews
to the greatest Tzadikim, it will
be visible that it is all one
Menorah.

The fourth stage of the process:
However, the main thing
needed for there to be true
unity between Jewish people is
that one person should not see
the bad in his friend.

How does he do this? He should
know and reflect upon the
following: Above, in the
spiritual level of the Menorah,
the source of the Jewish souls in
Malchus of Atzilus, all the souls
exist as “one solid piece.”
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At that level, a person on a high
soul level can be expressed in a
low soul level, and a person on a
low soul level can be expressed
in a person with a high soul level.

For example, sometimes, a
person who usually does good
things did something bad, and the
bad thing that he did became
expressed in a person who
usually does bad, dragging him
down even lower.

And sometimes the opposite
happens: Someone who usually
does bad things can do a
mitzvah, and sometimes it goes
up to inspire someone else,
while the one who did the
mitzvah remains uninspired.

Every person should think that
the bad that he finds in himself
is from his own bad decisions
and any unholy things that he
connected to, and the good that
he finds in himself, might really
be from someone else whose
good deeds elevated him.

But, when he looks at his friends,
he should think the opposite: The
bad he sees in other people,
maybe it’s from his own
unholiness that came down to
affect these people, and that’s
why they are in such a bad state.
Whereas the good in them is from
their own hard work.
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Then, when everyone will do
that, we will be truly one, from
the bottom to the top, since
each person will consider
himself as the “bottom” and his
friend as the “top,” and his
friend will do the same thing
back to him, with each person
subduing their own ego.

Then, Aharon, the Kohen
Gadol will be able to light the
fire of Hashem in all the seven
lamps of the Menorah, in all the
seven groups of the Jewish
People, since he is the “Kohen
Gadol,” which corresponds to
Hashem’s attribute of
“Abundant Kindness” that
contains all Kindnesses.

He will be able to draw down
the “infinite love of Hashem”
into our “love of Hashem based
on His creation of the world,”
and our entire being will be
permeated with a revealed love
of Hashem in our heart like a
flaming fire.

This is the idea behind the first
verse of the Parsha, “When you
(Aharon) will cause the flames
of the Menorah to go up...”

Meaning that Aharon will
elevate them -every Jew- who
makes himself into a spiritual
Menorah, by drawing down into
them an intense love for Hashem.

¥

oD
Ry



LESSONS IN LIKUTAY TORAH - PARSHAS BEHAALOSCHA

Summary and Lessons in the Service of Hashem
from the Maamar

The Alter Rebbe goes through the four stages of the spiritual service
of transforming ourselves into a Menorah, based on the verse
quoted in the maamar, as follows:

1- “nwpn-beaten”- Just like the Menorah was made from a
solid piece of gold that was beaten with a hammer into the
shape of a Menorah, thereby shifting around the position of
the gold, so too we need to shift around our priorities. We
need to shift our physical needs and concerns to be lower
on the priority list, and our service of Hashem to the top of
the priority list. This is also expressed in how we eat and
how we talk, etc. We have to pay attention that we don’t
focus on these things as a priority and an end goal. Rather,
they aare useful as a means to accomplish our true goal and
priority of serving Hashem.

2- “ami1-gold”- The nature of gold is to give off a reddish shine,
similar to the color of fire. This represents a fiery, passionate
feeling of fear and love for Hashem. How do we attain this
fear and love? By concentrating on the praises of Hashem
during prayers, especially in Pesukei Dezimra and the
blessing before Shema, which describe at length how
Hashem creates and runs every detail of the infinite details
of creation with His awe-inspiring power and wisdom.

In particular, we attain this love and fear when we reflect
on the fact that Hashem creates the entire world every day.
We are reminded of this when we see that every night, the
light of day disappears, and every morning Hashem creates
new light and warmth for us. This is true for each person in
particular. Hashem literally created him today, just like
Adam, the first man, on the day he was created. When a
person reflects on these facts, he will attain respect, awe,
and shame before his Creator. He will not want to rebel
against Him and will also be drawn with a fiery yearning to
connect to Hashem, Who is so awesome.
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3-

“Ame Ty 37 Ty”7- “all of its details, from its top to its
bottom, were from one solid piece of gold”- The Menorah
had many components from its top to its bottom. All were
essentially connected and unified, having been made from
one single piece. Similarly, the entire Jewish People, from
the greatest Tzadikim to the simplest Jews, are all
essentially connected and one, unified entity. However, this
connection is only apparent when a person is free from sin,
since sin changes his appearance from his original state of
“pure gold.” To restore his purity and revealed a connection
to Tzadikim and everyone else, he needs to free himself
from his connection to base, physical desires.

How can one who feels stuck in physical desires pull
himself out? The answer is that the same Hashem who gave
us the Yetzer Hara (physical desires) also gives us the power
to leave the limitations (0™Myn) of those desires and
reconnect to Hashem in an even stronger way than before.
This is also accomplished during prayer, where a person
has the ability to get rid of his unholy thoughts by focusing
his mind on the true greatness of Hashem. By focusing on
how Hashem creates everything every morning and himself
in particular, he comes to a recognition of Hashem. Then,
after Shemona Esrai, he compares his newfound awareness
of Hashem to his usual thoughts of physical, mundane
desires. He will come to truly regret that mode of thinking
and will ask Hashem to help him. By doing this every day,
he receives strength from Hashem to continue his proper
thoughts throughout the day, thereby enabling him to free
himself of the limitations of the Yetzer Hara. Thus, one can
return to be “pure gold,” unblemished by any unholy
conduct. Then, his connection to Tzadikim and the entire
Jewish People becomes fully revealed again.

“RIT YRR 0D Ty 37 Ty-from its top to its bottom, the
entire Menorah was made of one solid piece” - Besides for
nullifying our ego before Hashem during prayer, we also
need to nullify our ego towards other people. One way to
do this is to reflect on the following concept:
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Just as in the Menorah, the gold that started out on the top
of the block shifted position towards the bottom when it
was beaten with the hammer, and the gold that was
originally positioned at the bottom of the block, through the
blows of the hammer shifted position towards the top; so
too, all the Jewish souls are interconnected and have a
“shifting effect” on each other. This means that sometimes
an average person becomes inspired to do more Mitzvos
and learn more Torah, etc., not because of his own merits,
but because he is receiving this inspiration from the soul of
someone else that is connected to him. The opposite is also
true; sometimes an average person becomes overwhelmed
with negative desires and feelings, which drags him down
to sin, not because of his own bad behavior, but because he
was affected negatively by the soul of someone else that is
connected to him. When we look at someone else, we
should remind ourselves that the good things they do are
from their own hard work, and the sins they do could be
from my own bad behavior that had a negative effect on
them. And when we look at ourselves, we should judge
ourselves that the good things we do are because we receive
inspiration from other peoples” good behavior, and when
we sin, it is our own fault that we chose not to listen to
Hashem.

When we think this way, we can nullify our ego towards
other people, seeing only the good in them and attributing
their flaws to the fact that we need to work more on
ourselves.

The maamar concludes by teaching that after we spiritually make
ourselves into a Menorah by nullifying our ego and our physical
desires and working to fear Hashem during prayer, then Aharon,
the level of Hashem’'s abundant kindnesses, will “light us up.”
Meaning that Hashem will reveal a great, fiery and illuminated love
for Hashem into us during prayer, on an infinitely deeper level than
we could every generate through our own efforts alone. (See Lesson
is Torah Or for Parshas Ki Sisa for more on this).



LESSONS IN LIKUTAY TORAH - PARSHAS BEHAALOSCHA

Likutay Torah English translation project:

The original text of the maamarim with MTI?1 and punctuation is
presented side by side with a phrase-by-phrase translation and
explanation. The translation of the text is in bold whereas the
commentary is in regular font. The explanations of general concepts
that are not directly relevant to understanding the flow of the maamar
are in footnotes.

All of the commentary of the Tzemach Tzedek printed with brackets in
the original Likutay Torah have been moved to the Hebrew footnotes
and left untranslated.

The Goal

The main purpose of this project is to enable the reader to learn the
Likutay Torah in the original. By learning the words, structure, and
concepts of the maamarim, eventually they should be able to learn it by
themselves in the original.

The Ma’amarim of LIKUTEI TORAH and TORAH OR are copyright
by the Kehot Publication Society, a division of Merkos L’inyonei
Chinuch Inc., and are reprinted here with special permission. To
purchase the original visit www.Kehot.com.

I would like to thank: Kehot for permission to use the text of the
maamarim, the administrator of the TP 77N SVIP? project for
helping with the NM17I?1 and punctuation, to see any Maamar from

Torah Or/Likutay Torah with MTIPl go to his website
www.ChassidutBehirah.com, to R’ Baruch Katz for creating and
managing the website, and Rabbi Yitzchok Miller for editing.
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Every maamar from the entire Torah Or/Likutei Torah with nekudos and
punctuation is available on:
www.ChassidutBehirah.com

Did you enjoy this maamar? Please consider partnering in this project
making Likutei Torah/Torah Or available to many!

To partner by giving monthly (or one time) go to
www.DonorBox.org/LearnChassidus

To view previous maamarim translations, go to

www.LearnChassidus.com

To place a hakdasha in an upcoming maamar, contact me
lessonsinlikutaytorah@gmail.com



http://www.chassidutbehirah.com/
http://www.donorbox.org/LearnChassidus
http://www.learnchassidus.com/
mailto:lessonsinlikutaytorah@gmail.com

